[Tumors of the inner ear and adjacent structures].
Tumors of the inner ear and adjacent structures often present with hearing loss, tinnitus and vertigo due to compression of the traversing cranial nerves. More than 90% of the tumors of the inner ear with or without expansion into the cerebellopontine angle are histologically diagnosed as vestibular schwannomas. Less common tumorous lesions include ectopic meningiomas located in the petrous bone, glomus tympanicum paragangliomas or endolymphatic sac tumors (ELST) originating in the vestibular recess. Most tumors are sporadic, but hereditary disorders have to be considered. Bilateral vestibular schwannomas are indicative of neurofibromatosis type 2 and ELST in conjunction with other abdominal tumors indicates von Hippel-Lindau disease. The neuropathological diagnostics and grading guides the subsequent therapy of these mostly benign lesions.